
 I was asked recently by a soon-to-be dad if I ever got to 
watch the TV shows and movies I wanted to watch, or if having kids 
meant that it was going to be constant kids’ shows and movies from 
here to the foreseeable future.  I’m not how well he liked my answer, 
but if it gives any clues as to what I told him, just know that tonight’s 
sermon is brought to you by the letter G.  Because G is a good letter 
and it’s an especially good letter when it comes to talking about our 
faith.  We do, after all worship the One we call most simply, God.  
And we are people who are called and changed by this thing called 
the Gospel.  You could also throw in other “G” words, like the 
Golden Rule or the Great Commission. 
 But our text from Matthew reminds me of another “G” word: 
Gratitude.  Now, I think this is the perfect place to start because it’s 
the most natural thing for us.  You see, gratitude often begins with 
a focus on ourselves – something humans have a tendency to do.  
But unlike the ways we often think of ourselves first, gratitude does 
not thrive on selfishness.  Gratitude and gratefulness is about taking 
inventory of our lives and appreciating the things we have been 
blessed with.  Take a moment and consider what you are grateful 
for. 
 Now, gratitude and gratefulness are just the start.  Because 
if we practice these things enough, you might find that it leads to 
another “G” word of faith:  Generosity.  Whereas gratefulness began 
by taking a look at ourselves, generosity now draws our attention to 
those around us.  When we live with gratitude, we recognize the 
abundance of blessing in our lives.  And we might even realize that 
there are ways we have been blessed that others have not 
experienced.  Which is why generosity is such a great “G” word.  
Generosity helps us to see our neighbors, to see them as beloved, 
worthy, and people to be cherished.  Generosity opens our hearts 
to service for others. 
 Now, please hear me out when I say that the last thing I want 
to be taken away from this is the old and tired, “We need to be more 
generous.”  It’s not lost on me that you are here worshipping on 
Thanksgiving Eve.  But we’re not talking about musts and shoulds.  
We’re not talking about how we just need to be more thankful.  
We’re talking about the life of faith that grows deeper and richer into 
relationship with God and with one another.  Gratitude and 

generosity are intimately linked together in our life of faith.  
Gratefulness leads to generosity and hearts are generous because 
of the final “G” word:  Grace. 
 Grace is the glue that holds it all together, the thing that 
completes the unending cycle of gratitude and generosity.  Because 
grace is the thing you get when you don’t deserve anything.  Grace 
is what we truly recognize when we practice gratitude.  And grace 
is what pushes us and urges us into increased generosity.  Because 
grace cannot be counted or stored up or measured.  It can’t run out.  
And so there’s no reason to use it sparingly.  Grace means 
unending abundance.  And it’s what gratitude and generosity look 
like when put into action.  Grace reminds us to let go of 
resentfulness, jealousy and envy, and judgment towards others.  
None of those things start with G, by the way.  Grace reminds us 
who we are and that it is the guiding principal of our life of faith.  For 
it is by grace that we have something to be grateful for.  It is by 
grace that we know there is enough to share and give generously 
to others.  And it is because of grace that we need not worry. 
 Gratitude.  Generosity.  Grace.  These are the G’s of our 
faith that we are called to live into and embrace.  They teach us to 
stop and remember what we have to be grateful for.  They teach us 
that there is more life in generosity than in holding onto things.  They 
help us to see that, in the end, it’s all grace.  Grace from an 
abundantly loving God who provides everything we could possibly 
need and so much more.  It’s because of God that we have a reason 
to be grateful.  It’s because of God that we are urged to live with 
generous hearts.  It’s because of God in Christ, that we know of the 
incredible grace given to us. 

And so in the spirit of Thanksgiving, and with utmost 
gratitude, there’s really just one thing left to say.  My friends in 
Christ, thank you for being here.  We as the staff at Joy Lutheran 
Church are grateful for you and the generosity you show.  Thank 
you for being living testaments the power of grace in the world.  
Thank you for the ways in which you encourage us and help us to 
live into the call you have extended to us.  Thank you for taking on 
the ministry of this church.  Thank you for entrusting us with your 
stories and inviting us into such a beautiful part of your lives.  Thank 
you for the grace you show to us.  And thanks be to God!  Amen. 


